
SDG 16: 

PEACE AND JUSTICE 



End extreme poverty. Fight inequality and injustice. Fix climate 

change. Whoa. The Global Goals are important, world-changing objec-

tives that will require cooperation among governments, international 

organizations and world leaders. It seems impossible that the average 

person can make an impact. Should you just give up? 

No! Change starts with you! 

On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development — adopted by world 

leaders in September 2015 at an historic UN Summit — officially 

came into force.  

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E


Goal 16: Facts and figures 

• Among the institutions most affected by corruption are the judici-

ary and police 

• Corruption, bribery, theft and tax evasion cost some US $1.26 tril-

lion for developing countries per year; this amount of money could 

be used to lift those who are living on less than $1.25 a day above 

$1.25 for at least six years 

• The rate of children leaving primary school in conflict affected 

countries reached 50 per cent in 2011, which accounts to 28.5 mil-

lion children, showing the impact of unstable societies on one of 

the major goals of the post 2015 agenda: education. 

• The rule of law and development have a significant interrelation 

and are mutually reinforcing, making it essential for sustainable 

development at the national and international level 



GOAL 16: Targets 

• End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence 

against and torture of children; 

• Promote the rule of law at the national and international levels 

and ensure equal access to justice for all; 

• By 2030, significantly reduce illicit financial and arms flows, 

strengthen the recovery and return of stolen assets and combat all 

forms of organized crime; 

• Substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all their forms; 



GOAL 16: Targets 

• Develop effective, accountable and transparent institutions at all 

levels; 

• Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative de-

cision-making at all levels; 

• Broaden and strengthen the participation of developing countries 

in the institutions of global governance; 

• By 2030, provide legal identity for all, including birth registration; 

• Ensure public access to information and protect fundamental free-

doms, in accordance with national legislation and international 

agreements; 

• Strengthen relevant national institutions, including through inter-

national cooperation, for building capacity at all levels, in particu-

lar in developing countries, to prevent violence and combat terror-

ism and crime, and 

• Promote and enforce non-discriminatory laws and policies for sus-

tainable development. 





Conflict, insecurity, weak institutions and limited access to justice 
remain threats to sustainable development. In 2019, the number of 
people fleeing war, persecution and conflict exceeded 79.5 million, the 
highest level recorded since these statistics have been systematically 
collected. One in four children continues to be deprived of legal identi-
ty through lack of birth registration, often limiting their ability to ex-
ercise rights in other areas.  

Conflict-related civilian deaths, by cause, 2015–2017 (percentage) 

Under international law, civilians are to be protected in armed con-

flicts. Yet, at least 106,806 civilian deaths were recorded by the Unit-

ed Nations in 12 of the world’s deadliest armed conflicts between 2015 

and 2017. This translates to an average of 11.9 civilian deaths per 

100,000 population each year; one in eight of those deaths was a wom-

an or child.  

Most of the civilian deaths were caused by heavy weapons and explo-

sive munitions, followed by planted explosives and unexploded ord-

nance. More than 20,000 civilians were killed or injured in 10 con-

flicts in 2019, which is only a fraction of the actual total. 

The terrible suffering of civilians could be significantly reduced if par-

ties to conflict respected international humanitarian and human 

rights laws. More must be done to prevent, reduce and resolve ongo-

ing conflicts. 



 



 

 





 



 



 





“This document has been prepared for the European Commis-

sion however it reflects the views only of the authors, and the 

Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may 

be made of the information contained therein.” 

  

IF YOU 

WANT PEACE, 

WORK FOR  

JUSTICE 



PEACE AND JUSTICE




